Karytaina

H KapUtawva eivar 1o Baoikd kaotpo g Toptuviag. 'HAeyye ta
OTPATNYIKA TEPATHATA TTOV oLVESEaV TV Apkadia pe T Meoonvia
kal v HAegla. Ztov i610 Ao@o mbBavoloyeitan 0T Pprokdtav n
apyaia toAn BpevOn, mov avagépetar wg epertmpevn 118n amd v
emoyn Tov ITavoavia, aAAd kat pia fulavTivi) eyKaTaotaon.

H avéyepon Tov eVIVIWOIAKOD KAGTPOU £YLVE KATA TNV 7tepiodo g
npotng Dpaykokpatiag g Ilelomovvioov kal amodidetar otov
Bapovo Fode@peido vie Mmpryiep. Xpovoloyeital mept Ta Heoa tov
130V ALOVA.

Karytaina is the main castle of Gortynia. It used to control the
strategic passages connecting Arkadia with Messenia and Elis. It
is considered likely that the ancient town of Brenthe, mentioned as
ruined already in Pausanias, was found on the same hill, as well as a
Byzantine settlement.

H axpomoAn tov kaotpov ¢ Kapvtavag
The citadel of the castle of Karytaina

O mvpyog Tov Matdovpavoyiavvn
The tower-house of Matzouranogiannis

O mopyog ¢ Agfévravag
The tower-house of ‘Leventaina’

Ano v pecawvikn Kapovtava Statnpeital oe KaAn kataotaon 1
0XUPT] AKPOTIOA] GTNV KOPU@T| Tov AoPov. Evtog avtng Stakpivoviat
TA EPEVTTLA TV XDPWV S1AUOVIIE TV PPAYK®Y BAPOVOV. TTO KEVIPO
6e0mole 0 YNAOG KEVIPIKOG TTUPYOG, ONUEPA KATESAPIOUEVOG WG
ta Oepghia. Ty NImoTEPN TAAYLA ToV AOPoL Ao TNV 181a TEPiodo
Slatnpeitar o vaog g Iavayiag Tou KAGTPOU, TO CUYKPOTNIA TNG
Aeyopevng owkiag Kolokotpmvn kabmg Kat AN KTNpla o€ XaUnAd
epetma. XaunAotepa, £Ew atd TNV oXUPWOT) TOV KAGTPOL Se0TTOLEL O
Bulavtivog mopyog tov Matlovpavoylavvr).

Construction of this impressive castle is attributed to baron Geoffrey
de Bruyeres around mid-13th century.

What remains of medieval Karytaina in good condition today is
the fortified citadel at the top of the hill. Moreover, the ruins of the
residences of the Frankish barons can be seen. In the centre stood
the tall main tower (keep), today ruined to the foundations. Also
from that period, still standing on the less steep side of the hill,
is the church of the Virgin (Panagia) of the Castle and the alleged
“Kolokotronis Residence”, as well as other buildings surviving as low
ruins. Lower, outside the castle’s fortification, the Byzantine tower
house of Matzouranogiannis dominates the landscape.

In the listed post-byzantine settlement, with many houses dating
back to the 18th century, of special importance are the tower house
of Leventaina, and the churches of St. Nicholas and Zoodochos Pigi

To ovykpotnua g Aeyouevng owiag KoAokotpwvn
The alleged “Kolokotronis Residence” Complex

Ytov Stampntéo petafulavmivdo OIKIOUO pe TOAAG  omima
mov xpovoloyovvtar otov 180 aidva, Eexwpilel o mOPYog g
Agpévtavag, o1 vaoi Tov Ayiov NikoAaou kon g ZwoSoxov Iinyng
He TO HEOAWVIKO Kwdwvootaoto. 'EEw amd Tov 0Kiopo, oTov
motapd AApeld Sratnpeitan n povadikr fulavtivi) yEQupa Tov
150V ALOVA LE EVA TTAPEKKATIOL KTIOUEVO G€ £VA QIO TA TTOOAPTKA
mge.

with its medieval bell tower. Outside the settlement, on the river
Alpheios, a unique Byzantine 15th century bridge is still standing,
with a small chapel built in one of its piers.

O vaog g Havayiag tov kAoTpov
The Church of the Virgin of the Castle



Tov Iavovdplo tov 2012 Eekivnoav amd v 251 E@opeia
Bulavtivov ApXaioTTowv €pyacieg AQIOKATAOTAONG OTO TTAQICL0
oV gpyov «Avadeifn Kaotpov Kaputauvag». Amokataotadnke
o vaog g Iavayiag tov Kaotpov, otepenbnke 1 Aeyouevn
«owia Kolokotpovn», amokataotdfdnkav ot moupyol Tov
Martovpavoylavvn kat g Agfévravag kal €moKELATTNKAV
Ta KUpL povomatia tov @povpiov. To €pyo, mPolmoAoylopHoD
1.300.000 €, ypnuatodotnOnke amo to EXITA kat evtayOnke oto
Emyepnowaxd Ipoypappa «Avtkng EAGdag, Ilelomovvnoov-
Ioviov Nnowv 2007-2013». Tov Nogufplo tov 2014 kat £mg
TNV OAOKATP®OT TOV €pyaci®v Tov Aegkéufplo Tov 2015 v
evBuvn vAomoinong tov £pyov avélafe n Egopela Apyaiottwv
Meoonviag.

In January 2012 the 25th
Ephorate of Byzantine
Antiquities started
restoration works, as part
of the project “Karytaina
Castle  Enhancement”.

Mapudpvo klovokpavo
Marble column capital

The church of the Virgin
of the Castle (Panagia)
was restored, the alleged
“Kolokotronis  Residence”

was consolidated,
the tower houses of
Matzouranogiannis and

Leventaina were restored
and the main footpaths ofthe
fortress were repaired. The
project, with a € 1.300.000
budget, was funded by
the NSRF and was part of
the Regional Operational
Programme “Western
Greece — Peloponnese —
Tonian Islands, 2007-2013.
From November 2014 and
until the completion of the
works in December 2015,
the project was overseen by
the Ephorate of Antiquities %
of Messenia. Kepapiomhaotixdg Siéroopiog
Brickwork
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