The small church of Analepsis (Ascension of Christ) is located on a hill
overlooking the sea, in the southeast of the Filiatra townlet. The
coastal area of Filiatra flourished during the early Byzantine period and
was continuously inhabited until the modern times. The church of
Analepsis is one of the most important monuments of the region; it
dates to the third quarter of the 13th century, but it is presumably
founded on an existing larger building.

The church is of the cross-vaulted architectural type, which is charac-
terised by a barrel vault, interrupted by a second transverse and highly
placed barrel-vault. The inner faces of the side walls are articulated
with arcades, which support the cross-vault. Most of the building’s
upper part and almost all of its vaults were collapsed, due to the
strong earthquake that shook Filiatra region in 1886. The monument
was, hence, restored, mainly on the superstructure. The initial parts of
the walls were built of roughly carved limestones framed by bricks
(cloisonné masonry). Special attention was put in the construction of
the apse.

The wall-paintings of the church are only partially preserved. The first
layer is dated right after the construction of the monument, presum-
ably in the last quarter of the thirteenth century, comprising of
indiscernible isolated figures of unidentified saints and a fragmentary
representation of the Ascension on the vault above the altar. The
Communion of Mary of Egypt next to remains of wall-paintings, whose
subject is impossible to be identified, occupies the southeast drum of
the nave. The central apse of the sanctuary carries the representation
of the Virgin and Child, which dates to the 17th century.
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O pikpo6s vads tns AvaAnyns, 0Ta votloavatoAikd tns MoAiXvns twv
®iINiatpwy, gival ktiopévos péoa o€ eEAai®Va, o€ PUOIKO E§apua nou
enontelel tn BAANacoa. H eupltepn napdktia nepioxn twv OiAiatpwy
yvwpIoe peyAaAn akpn katd tnv npwipn Bulavuvh nepiodo pe
adidAeintn katoiknon €ws tn olyxpovn enoxn. O vads tns AvdAnyns,
and ta onpavikotepa Pvnpeia tns nepioxns, avdyetal oto Tpito
tétapto tou 13ou aiwva, aAAd mbavws edpdletal o€ peyallitepo
Ktiopa naAidtepns nepiddou.

O vads avnkel otov apxitektovikd tdno tou otaupenioteyou. O1 NAAyIES
Oyels SiapBpwvovtal E0wWTEPIKA pE ayidwpata yia tnv KaAltepn
otnpién tns BoAodopias. To peyaAltepo tpnpa tns avwdopns Tou Kai
oxe66V OAeEs ol kKapdpes katéppeuaav and 10xupd oelopd nou €nAnge ta
®iAiatpd to 1886. To pvnpeio unéotn otn CUVEXEIQ EKTETAPEVN
avakataokeun, eudidkpitn otnv avwdopn tou. Ta apxikd tpnpata
toixonolias gival kuopéva and adpd Aageupévous nwpoAiBous
nAaiciwpévous and nAivbous (mAivBonepikAeloto olotnpa). Me
peyaAltepn povtida eival kataokeuaopévn n ayida tou lepol
Bhpatos.

O {wypa@ikds S1akoopos tou pvnypeiou diatnpeital moAl
anoonacpatikd. To apxiké otpwpa toixoypapiwyv 6a npénel va
XpovoAoynBei Aiyo HETA tnv KATAOKEUN ToU Ktipiou, mBavov oto
teAeutaio tétapto tou 13ou aiwva. Aiakpivovial HEHOVWHEVES HOPPES
e€itnAwv, adidyvwotwy ayiwv Kal onapdypata and tnv napdotaon tns
AvdAnyns otnv kapdpa tou lepol. Aiyo petayevéotepn eivai n
napdotacn tou aBd Zwaoiyd kai tns ooias Mapias tns Alyuntias oto
BopeloavatoAiké tipnavo tou vaoul Kal Tpnpata e&itnAwy
ToIXOYPaAPIWV. XTnv ayida, n napdotacn tns Bpepokpatoloas
avayetal nibavév otov 170 aidhva.



Katd to 2011, to épyo «Anokatdotacn lepol Naod Avainyns ®iAiatpwv» eviaxbnke
otov dfova npotepaidtntas 08 «Aeipdpos Avantugn kai Moidtnta Zwns
MeAonovvhoou» tou Enixeipnoiakol Mpoypdppatos «Autikns EANGSas - MeAonovvhoou
- loviwv Nnowv 2007-2013», pe npolnoAoyiopé 105.000 €. H avacthAwaon tou
pvnpeiou uAonoinBnke pe auteniotacia and tnv 26n Egopeia Bulavuvwv Apxalothtwyv
kar eixe d1dpkeia eikoal pnvav (Mdios 2012 - AeképBpios 2013).

Abi1dyvwotos dylos, a” otpwpa
toixoypdenons

Unidentified saint, first layer of
wall-paintings

ABds Zwolpds kal ooia Mapia Bpepokpatoloa, 170s aidvas
Alyuntia, B” otp®pa toixoypdpnons Virgin with Child, 17th c.
Abba Zosima and St. Mary of Egypt,

second layer of wall-paintings e

Adidyvwotos dylos, a’ oTpwpa
toixoypdgnaons

Unidentified saint, first layer of
wall-paintings

Ab1dyvwotn ayia kal napdotacn Bpepokpatoloas, a
otpwpa toixoypdpnons

Unidentified saint and Virgin with Child, first layer
of wall-paintings

Ab1dyvwotn ayia, a otpwpa
toixoypdenaons

Unidentified saint, first layer of
wall-paintings

In 2011, the project " Restoration of the Holy Church of Analepsis at Filiatra" was
introduced into the priority axe no. 08 “Sustainable Development and Quality of Life
— Peloponnese” of the Regional Operational Programme of “Western Greece, Pelopon-
nese and lonian Islands 2007-2013”. with a budget of 105.000 €. The project was
implemented under the auspices of the 26th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities and
lasted twenty months (May 2012 - December 2013).

2Zto mAaiolo Tov Epyov mpaypatonoindnkav:

» Avaoka@ikn épeuva, katd tnv onoia anokaAlpbnke tdpos ota dutikd tou vaou,
Aageupévos oto puaoikd Bpdxo, nou nepieAduBave pia taph kai pia avakop1dn. Kuotod
nwpivo nAaicio nepiéBale tnv KeQaAn tou vekpoU kal petagl twv pnpwv tou
evtoniotnke KA€IOTo ayyeio.

- TonoBétnon PETAAAIK®Y EAKUCTAPWY YIA TNV EVIOXUGH TNS OTATIKAS ENAPKEIAS TOU
pvnpeiou.

+ Appoloynpata kal epappoyn eVEUATWY ECWTEPIKA KAl EEWTEPIKA.

« E€uyiavon kai enikepdpwon twv oteywv.

 ZupnAnpwon tou danédou pe AiBives nAdKes.

* Ztep€wan Kal cuvtApnon twyv ToIXoYPaPIwV.

« TonoB€tnon véwv §UAIVwV Koupwpdatwy, kabws kal §UAIVou TépnAou.

- Anootpayylotikés epyaacies Kal pikpés dlapoppwaels otov nepiBAdAlovia Xwpo yia tnv
NPOBOAN TwWV APXITEKTOVIKWY AENTOHEPEIWV TOU PVNpEiou.

+ TonoB€tnon evnpepwtikis nivakidas kal nivakidéas pe anéonacpa Kelpévou oe ypapn
Braille.

« Anpioupyia evnpepwtikol puAAadiou.

Taph ota dutkd tou vaol
Burial west of the church

The project included:

- Fieldwork and excavation. A rock-cut tomb was discovered west of the church. It
enclosed a burial and a translation of relics. The skull of the deceased was framed by a
built limestone cadre. A closed vessel was placed between the femurs.

« Installation of metal buttresses to reinforce the stability of the monument.

- Joint-filling and grouting.

* Recovering of the tiled roofs.

- Installation of stone floor slabs.

» Conservation and consolidation of the wall-paintings.

« Installation of new wooden door frames and installation of a wooden templon screen.

+ Drainage and landscaping.

- Installation of a sign with explanation text; installation of a sign with explanation text
in Braille scripture.

- Edition of a leaflet.

H oAokAnpwon tns anokatdotaons tou vaol tns AvdAnyns, n onoia ouvéBaAe otnv
apXxaloAoyIKkn TEKPNPIwWon Twv 0IKoSopIKWY AcEwY Tou vaol Kal otnv avasdei§n evos
and ta onpavukoétepa Bulavtivd pvnpeia tns TpipuAias, avapéveral va eyeipel to
10TOPIKO EVEIAPEPOV YIA TNV NEPIOXA KAl va cupBAAel pakponpdBeopa atnv
avaBdadpion tou toupioTikoU TNs NPoidVTos.

The rehabilitation of the church of Analepsis at Filiatra provided new insight into its
history. The building phases of the monument are now better understood and
documented. The presentation of the church of Analepsis, which is one of the most
prominent Byzantine monuments of the Trifyllia region, will hopefully agitate the
interest in the history of the area and it may become a new hotspot for tourists.



